
**OPEN LETTER TO PAUL RYAN FROM WISCONSIN SENIORS**
Dear Rep. Paul Ryan,
As seniors living in Wisconsin we’ve seen a lot of politicians come and go. However, in all our years we’ve never seen something come out of Washington as detrimental to seniors and our middle class as your budget proposal. Under your plan many of the programs that we, and millions of seniors across Wisconsin and the country, depend upon, like Medicare, would be gutted and eliminated. Your plan would leave us with higher medical and prescription drug costs. It would shred the safety net for low-income seniors. And it would end our nation’s promise to protect and care for the generations of Americans who paved the way for our country to be the greatest nation in the world.   
By turning it into a voucher program, you would end Medicare as we know it. This is the most debilitating and harmful part of your budget.  You would increase health care and prescription costs for seniors.  You would wither traditional Medicare beyond recognition, risking the guaranteed coverage seniors have earned and paid for. Seniors, many of whom are on fixed income, would be forced into expensive private plans that they cannot afford.
Since its inception in 1965, millions of seniors have been lifted from poverty because of Medicare. Today, tens of millions of American seniors rely on it, including almost 900,000 seniors right here in Wisconsin who depend on the services that you want to cut. By crippling this anchor of our retirement security, you’d force more and more seniors to choose between buying groceries or medication, and between trips to the doctor or visits with our grandchildren.
And for what? To pay for your tax cuts for the richest Americans? You would pay for these fiscally irresponsible tax cuts for the rich by raising taxes on middle-class families and making devastating cuts to Medicare and other investments that strengthen our middle class, like better schools and safer roads. Representative Ryan, you often talk tough about balancing our nation’s budget, but your plan won’t do that for a generation – and can’t do it without America’s middle class and seniors suffering.  That’s not a sign of leadership. It’s a sign of being out of touch with the basic middle-class values of hard work and fair play that we’ve lived each day in this great country.
Wisconsin’s seniors have earned their Medicare through a lifetime of hard work and responsibility.  We contribute part of our hard-earned wages in exchange for the promise of health security. The fact that you would break that bargain and violate that promise in order to give tax breaks to millionaires and billionaires is something we never thought we’d see in our lifetime.
Representative Ryan, your plan is wrong for Wisconsin’s seniors and wrong for America.
Sincerely,
Wisconsin’s Seniors
Lary Swoboda            
Terry Bobbe             
Bruce Todd Johnson
Luxemburg            
Brussels            

Pepin
Sally Simpson             
Roberta Retrum            
Keith O. Anderson
Kenosha            

Eagle River            
Cumberland
William Herrbold        
Georgia Stapleton      
Dorothy Feeney    
Waupaca            

Shawno            

Racine
Cheryl Davis             
Gerald L. Hansen          Margaret "Peggy" Slez    
Racine                

Waterford            

Beaver Dam
Vivien De Back            
Levens P. De Back      
Earl O. Christianson
Hales Corners            
Hales Corners            
Racine
Melissa Warner           
John Nusbaum             
Nancy Nusbaum    
Racine                

De Pere                

De Pere
Leon Burzynski         
Sandra Pendell            
Sharon Cushing    
Pewaukee            

Racine                

Mount Pleasant
Joe Cushing            
Mary Horn                
Tamerin  Hayward     
Mount Pleasant        
Sturgeon Bay            
Mount Pleasant
Oliver Hayward            
John Smart              
Jim Williams    
Mount Pleasant        
Park Falls            

Park Falls
Marion Burrows        
Bob Burrows                
Maria L Morales De Juarez    
Whitewater            
Whitewater            
Racine
Rev. Robert J. Trobaugh        
Rachel B. Trobaugh    
Moreau MacCaughey    
Mount Pleasant        

Mount Pleasant        
Racine
Marilyn MacCaughey        
John Rybski             
Barney  Nelles     
Racine                


Algoma                
Racine
Margaret Nelles           

Estella Lauter                Bob Harrold    
Racine                


Fish Creek            
Jefferson
Linda Bjorklund        

Thomas Blanck            
Phyllis Benz    
Prescott            


Prescott           

Luxemburg
Marsha Brown            

Joyce Hendricks        
Arnold Johnsrud    
Kewaunee            

Luxemburg            
Algoma
Michael Kinjerski        

Greg LeFevre             
Jolean Wegner    
Kewaunee            

Kewaunee            
Wales
Dale E. Dulberger            
Kenneth Montanye      
Linda Sadowski    
Wauwatosa                  

Janesville                   
Menomonee Falls
Lawrence Pentek        

Karen Pentek            
Tom Dicristo     
Greendale            


Greendale            

Brookfield
Phillip T. Schneider            
Joan Schneider            
Robert Fullmer    
River Falls            

River Falls            
Waukesha
Mary H Land              

James Voss         

Gilbert Toslek    
Racine                


Madison 

      
Racine

